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New Student Orientation
CQ Conversation Faculty Panels

Zoom Group Chat

From Me to Everyone:

To: MoreEveryone

Student: I read somewhere that the most effective way to 
spur the economy is give money to the poorest people be-
cause they put it directly back into the economy rather 
than in offshore accounts

Student: money given to the poor has a greater value than 
money given to the rich. 

Student: pog

Student: pog

Student: But wouldn’t that make them rich, thus perpetu-
ating the cycle? Or am I misunderstanding the question?

Student: Just don’t give them enough to become rich

Student: As far as I know, the purpose of giving money to 
the top is for capital formation, which promotes long-
term growth, which the government belives is better for 
the general public than increasing consumption,

Jason Eisner, Computer Science Robbie Shilliam, Political Science

Rigoberto Hernandez , Chemistry Linda DeLibero, Film & Media Studies

“I went to college close to home because I had a band & didn’t 
want to break it up.”

 
“I went to college because I wanted to be a human.” 

“In college I realized that I also had something to say.”

“If pursuit of the common good disproportionately hurts minori-
ties, you have to start the conversation over.” 

“When do you give and when do you take?” 

“Both my son and I are fourth-degree black belts in taekwondo.” 

“Writing is never finished, it’s just abandoned.” 



KRIEGER ARTS & SCIENCES MAGAZINE

First-Year Students Ask Deep Questions

Fall 2020
By Magazine Staff

In their first days at Johns Hopkins, students start 
to develop connections and the ideas that can lead 
to world-changing discussions.

This year’s question, “What is the common good?,” 
is linked to the COVID-19 pandemic, political upris-
ings, Black Lives Matter, and each student’s journey.

“This question is involved in the kind of issues our 
students are wrestling with,” says [Rigoberto Her-
nandez. “I want them to have an experience that 
will be transformative, even if they’re not here in 
person.” 

“

“

“

”



Center for Talented Youth 
Speakers Series

“Curiosity, Conversation, and the Intellectual Life of the Univeresity”
Anne-Elizabeth Brodsky, Expository Writing 

“Thinking and Seeing”
Steven Gross, Philosophy

“Juggling, Robots, and the Brain”
Noah Cowen, Mechanical Engingeering





JACOB LAWRANCE
The Migration Series

34. The black press urged the people to leave the south.

1940–41, Casein tempera on hardboard, 18 x 12 in. The Museum 
of Modern Art, New York. Gift of Mrs. David M. Levy
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Common Question & Cocktails with the Alumni Council

CORE SOURCE
CORE SOURCEZoom Group Chat

From Me to Everyone:

To: MoreEveryone

Cheree: Defining the common good takes on the shape of 
the group that is tasked with defining it.

Tony: @Cheree Powoerful statement! 

Elizabeth: It’s about fear. Fear of vulberability, of 
being rejecgted.... Our ideas equate to our under-
standing of our own self-worth - that anything short 
of perfection impacts our ability to listen, to hear,a 
nd to reach out and connect.

Phuong: I think we’ve fallen into the trap of a divide 
and conquer system, splitting and splitting until we 
have no allies.

Mike: How do we get outside of our own echo chambers? 
I think we split and split until we only have allies.

Judie: Thanks so much. It was wonderful to hear from 
all of my Alumni Council colleagues.





If art is to nourish the roots of our culture, society must set the artist free 
to follow his vision wherever it takes him. 
–John F. Kennedy

The world does not deliver meaning to you. You have to make it meaningful. . . . It’s a tough, 
unimaginably lonely and complicated way to be in the world. But that’s the deal: you have 

to live; you can’t live by slogans, dead ideas, clichés, or national flags.

                          –Zadie Smith

Watch here





Democracy, Inclusion, 
and the Path to Empowerment

The Woman’s Hour: 
A Conversation with Elaine Weiss
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Hopkins Faculty Address This Year’s Common Question

BLUE JAY FAMILIES

Watch here

Sharing your stuent’s education: 
Remote learning & beyond 

Dr. Kelly Barry
Center for Student Success

→



The Intellecutal Life of the University
Dr. Anne-Elizabeth Brodsky

Expository Writing Program
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CORE SOURCE

“The State from Below: Urban Citizenship in Policed Communities” 
Vesla Weaver 

Bloomberg Distinguished Professor of Politcal Science & Sciology 

→



What is the Common Good? A First-Year Seminar
Dr. Aliza Hapgood Watters

Expository Writing Program→

Ryan Lessing, first-year student John D’cruz, first-year student



Nicole Rivas, first-year student
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Self-Portrait

Afaa Michael Weaver

I see myself in the shadows of a leaf
compressed to the green blades growing
to a point like the shards of miles of mirrors
falling and cracking to perfect gardens.

I never inspect the withered assumption
of my face’s petty dialogue in raindrops,
the deceptive spreading of the words
oozing fromthe skin to the edges of water
etched on the ground by gravity and wish-
ing.

Passing for the seriousness of my eye,
platitudes of my white collar or
the perfect posture of my lips, it skirts
from the leaves of the plant hiding me
and sits stoic like stone in my pupil,
mute and unassuming, like Rashi.

To gether myself I will swim naked
in the wind, bending my blind elbows
in circles, stopping now to dance
like the cherubic gold on the ark,
and gather myself from the particles
of this excitement another structure,
one closely resembling the beginning.



On April 1 at 6PM visiting writer Ada Limón 
will appear in the Writing Seminars Reading Series.

Dead Stars

Join Common Question

for a reading before the reading.

Bring a favorite poem to share.
Some will read, all will listen.

RSVP
(click here)

#poetry #astronomy #forthecommongood



Out here, there’s a bowing even the trees are doing.
                 Winter’s icy hand at the back of all of us.
Black bark, slick yellow leaves, a kind of stillness that feels
so mute it’s almost in another year.

I am a hearth of spiders these days: a nest of trying.

We point out the stars that make Orion as we take out
       the trash, the rolling containers a song of suburban thunder.

It’s almost romantic as we adjust the waxy blue
       recycling bin until you say, Man, we should really learn
some new constellations.

And it’s true. We keep forgetting about Antlia, Centaurus,
       Draco, Lacerta, Hydra, Lyra, Lynx.

But mostly we’re forgetting we’re dead stars too, my mouth is full
       of dust and I wish to reclaim the rising—

to lean in the spotlight of streetlight with you, toward
       what’s larger within us, toward how we were born.

Look, we are not unspectacular things.
       We’ve come this far, survived this much. What

would happen if we decided to survive more? To love harder?

What if we stood up with our synapses and flesh and said, No.
     No, to the rising tides.

Stood for the many mute mouths of the sea, of the land?

What would happen if we used our bodies to bargain

for the safety of others, for earth,
                 if we declared a clean night, if we stopped being terrified,

if we launched our demands into the sky, made ourselves so big
people could point to us with the arrows they make in their minds,

rolling their trash bins out, after all of this is over?

Dead Stars

Ada Limon CORE SOURCE
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a discussion with Ross Andersen, 
Deputy Editor at The Atlantic

FEBRUARY 21 6PM EST

Register here

THE TRIPLE HELIX & COMMON QUESTION

present

Science Writing in the Public Sphere 
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KRIEGER ARTS & SCIENCES MAGAZINE

Cue the New Normal

Spring 2021
By Brennen Jensen

“
Students in Aliza Watters’ first-year seminar, What is the Common Good?, examined sources 
ranging from the Bible to Korean cinema.

First-Year Seminars are not just about developing foundational analytical and 

critical thinking skills, but also about meeting students wherever they are, 

building their confidence in the classroom, and creating the space for them to 

practice respectful dialogue and exchange.

”
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Listen here.



Alumni Weekend 2021

JHU Asks: What is the Common Good?

Jean McGarry, M.A. The Writing Seminars 1983

Zane Forshee, M.M., G.P.D., D.M.A. Peabody Conservatory

Mollie Cueva-Dabkoski, B.A. Krieger 2017

How do we define what is good for society as a whole? 

What happens when collective benefit runs counter to 
individual benefit? 

How are questions and assumptions about the com-
mon good built into academic inquiry, as well as our 

daily lives? 
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2021-
2022

What is
prog-
ress?

Where will you

take the question?




