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1. MESSAGE FROM ANA L. DROSCOSKI, ESQ.
For those of you that took the September 2016 LSAT and just received your scores –
congratulations! Hopefully you are happy with your score. If you are not and are deciding
whether to take the test again, consider your chances and space for improvement. You
can do this by asking yourself the following 3 questions: Did I study all that I could for the
test? Did I score within range of my practice test scores? Did anything go wrong
immediately prior or during the test that impacted my ability to perform to the best of my
ability on testing day? Depending on your answers to these questions, it may or may not
be a good idea to retake. Take some time to assess your case, and make a decision.
The LSAT is an important factor in your law school application. Receiving the best score
plays a large role in optimizing your application. If you wish to discuss whether to retake
the LSAT or any other part of the law school application process, please schedule an
appointment with me.
Have a great Fall Break!
2. LEGAL EDUCATION & THE LEGAL INDUSTRY IN THE MEDIA
Cassens Weiss, Debra. “Decline in First-Year Female Associates at Large NY Law
Firms Raises Pipeline Concerns, Survey Says.” ABA Journal. Web. 17 Oct. 16 -NY bar survey from the ABA Journal, noting that "women made up 45 percent of firstyear associates in large New York law firms last year, a drop of five percentage points since
2004.”
Lopez, Ian. "A Guide to Four Technologies Disrupting Legal Tech." Legaltech
News. Web. 19 Oct. 16. http://www.legaltechnews.com/id=1202770272250/ -- guide to
the four technologies that are transforming the role of the lawyer in the 21st century:
blockchain, machine learning, the cloud, and analytics.

Lopez, Ian. “Will AI Rush in a ‘Skills Renaissance’ in Law?” Legaltech News.
Web. 20 Oct. 16.
http://www.legaltechnews.com/id=1202770372162/?slreturn=20160921152627 -argues that now is a good time to be a young lawyer, because "AI will mean more of a
focus on interesting work for lawyers and less time spent on mundane tasks."
3. OPPORTUNITY: PARALEGAL (FT), HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH (NYC)
For any recent or December 2016 graduates who have an interest in law/public
interest/human rights/international law, and ideally some prior experience in a legal
setting, consider the following full-time position in NYC:
The Human Rights Watch has an immediate opening for a full-time Paralegal in their
NYC office. The position will report directly to the General Counsel and the General
Counsel of Operations.
Information about the organization can be found here: https://www.hrw.org/
For anyone interested, please send your resume to JHU alum Katherine Wu ’13 who will
forward all application materials along to the General Counsel. Katherine’s email address
is: katherineykwu@gmail.com.
4. INTERVIEW: CHELSEA RINNIG (JHU ’11), PEACE CORPS ZAMBIA
VOLUNTEER
Background & Bio
Chelsea Rinnig grew up in Los Angeles, California and graduated from Santa Monica
High School in 2007. She matriculated to Johns Hopkins as a Bloomberg Scholar that
fall and double majored in History and Writing Seminars. She contributed as an active
member for a variety of organizations at JHU, including the Undergraduate
Admissions Office and the Hopkins Symphony Orchestra, as well as acted in leadership
positions for Foundations: An Undergraduate Journal in History and Phi Mu. After
completing a Masters thesis based on original research, she graduated in 2011 with a
BA/MA in History. Her research focused on tactics of the National Women’s Party and
Alice Paul in first and second wave feminist movements in the United States.
Chelsea then worked as a paralegal for the Antitrust Division at the Department of
Justice in Washington, DC. She acted as a lead paralegal on multiple cases in the
Networks and Technology Section, as well as traveled to support litigation for the
Division’s case against Apple, Inc. regarding the price of e-books. However, her concern
for human rights and working at a grassroots level led her to shift towards international
development and serve as a volunteer with the Peace Corps. As an Environment
volunteer, Chelsea lived in a rural village in Zambia for 27 months and returned to the
United States this year.

Chelsea enjoys hiking, running, and cooking on a range stovetop oven. She recently
resumed working Sundays at a local farmers market in Los Angeles and remains deeply
invested in continuing a conscientious career in the service of others.
Questions:
Describe a day in the life of a Peace Corps Zambia Volunteer.
Every Peace Corps Volunteer has a different experience and even within Zambia, each
project entails a different structure. On top of that, each community the volunteer serves
in has a variety of needs that the volunteer can choose to focus on based on their own
assessment. However, I can say that universally each volunteer holds a great deal of
autonomy in what they choose to do with their service. Just living as a visitor in a village
satisfies the cultural exchange and integration components of the job description.
My schedule varied greatly day to day and season to season. During the dry, agricultural
off-season, I spent time organizing and conducting trainings for different villages,
community groups, and the local school. With my local counterparts acting as cofacilitators, I planned and taught major workshops on gender rights for girls, treeplanting and grafting, conservation farming techniques, and organic gardening. Other
months I focused on malaria prevention education, teaching children and teachers how
to utilize the school library, or built fuel-efficient stoves one-on-one with women in my
community. During the farming season, I shifted gears to work on my own tree-planting,
field, and gardening activities for demonstration. Much of the work of a community
educator required leading by example, and inviting questions by incorporating these
many components in a visible way into my daily life.
Just living rurally though required time investment. I lived in a grass-roofed mud hut
without running water or electricity, so I had to haul water from a borehole a few times a
week for cleaning dishes, bathing outside, and washing laundry by hand. Cooking often
involved lighting a fire and I used candles or a solar powered lamp for light.
Even with all of this effort into living day by day, I found life to feel quite slow. I could
relax most mornings and read with a cup of coffee, and I spent a great deal of time
interacting with my friends and neighbors—most often speaking in the local language
Nyanja.
What made you choose this particular position and did it meet your
expectations?
I wanted to work directly with individuals and garner a sense of my own agency as a recent
graduate by having more self-determination within my career and daily life. I thought that
such a unique experience would add immense dimension to my own perspective and a
wealth of personal strength that I most often admire in those who live unbounded by fear.
Overall, I felt that I could learn a great deal about living life as a good person.
I gained a number of close friends within my community and afforded myself such an
independently driven job by abandoning any fear I had about living abroad for such a

seemingly long period of time. I had to work creatively to find ways of connecting to my
community, and determine the best means of offering them opportunity and
empowerment. Equally, they educated me in a number of ways. I have a deep appreciation
for this experience, despite the many unexpected challenges I encountered. As an
individual, though, I did attain that personal growth I was seeking before I left. Though
I’ll admit it’s left me with many more questions than the answers I had anticipated.
Did you pursue anything else during your interim years before beginning
law school? How did you go about researching each of these opportunities?
My first job after graduating Hopkins was as a paralegal at the Department of Justice
(DOJ), Antitrust Division. I had actually had hopes of living abroad in South Asia during
my senior year, but I also utilized the Career Center quite regularly during that time to
discuss, find, and apply to other opportunities in public service. Because I had always
pondered but never seriously pursued the idea of attending law school, I thought the
position at the DOJ would elucidate those realities of actually being an attorney in public
service by working in close proximity to them.
I accepted the job a few months after graduation, and then once I found myself welladjusted, I began networking in DC with other individuals working in international
development and human rights organizations. After some perspective garnering and
about a year at the DOJ, I decided to apply to the Peace Corps to get the firsthand,
integrated, and authentic international experience I had been looking for all along.
What do you think you have gained from the experiences and from taking
time off before law school? Given the choice, would you do it again?
Graduating with a BA and MA in my four years at Hopkins and the work that required, I
had no realistic intention or consideration of further higher education. Without that time
off, I certainly would not have come to the same conclusion I maintain now, which is that
the concrete skill and language that a law degree entails would enable me to provide a
service to others based on knowledge of the law. By understanding what law can do and
where it fails the poor, the impoverished, or the discriminated, perhaps we can advocate
new policy or represent others in landmark cases that change the interpretation of the
law. What I really came to appreciate upon returning to the States after the Peace Corps
is that everyone—criminals and degenerates, rich and poor—has the right to
representation and the law on an equal playing field. The courts, in an ideal, are a space
for people of all levels of society to interact.
I don’t think I would have come to this conclusion without satisfying my exploration into
a different culture and lifestyle. Additionally, I found that life as an adult in the working
world also allowed me to evolve and mature in a way that I think will make me an even
better attorney. “Real world” experiences endowed me with broadened perspective,
freedom of independent thought, and personal exploration, which will serve me when I
return to an academic setting.

What types of undergraduate opportunities did you pursue that led to your
decision to apply to law school? Were there any other experiences that you
felt were particularly helpful in strengthening your application to law
school?
The classes I chose to fulfill my History degree as well as my research for my two
department theses on Alice Paul greatly inform my interest in law school. I primarily
studied social inequality in the United States through the lens of race and gender as well
as radicalism and the tactics which people consider and use when advocating change. For
me, my interest in the law is understanding how to create change through the justice
system, and how to utilize it fairly and equally.
In general, I think pursuing an interest in the world and in learning in a diversity of places
strengthens my application. During my undergraduate education, I spent a summer in
Nepal interning for an NGO; I studied abroad in Argentina to strengthen my Spanish
skills; and I interned at Human Rights Watch for a summer in DC. I would say that
building my resume with a range of experiences generally strengthens me as an applicant
for jobs and for law school—but primarily I pursued those experiences because I felt that
they held an opportunity for me to learn a great deal. I could not prescribe the same path
to any other student because what I chose held unique interest to me based on whatever
I could see at the time. But I would offer that whatever one decides to do to strengthen
her resume, she should continue to ask questions throughout the experience. Whether
interacting with superiors at my job and learning from their career path or by asking my
Zambian host family what they have planted in their garden this year, I find that others
hold a wealth of information to share about their lives. It is our responsibility to ask the
right questions and listen.
Contact Information
Chelsea is happy to answer any further questions from students. You can connect with
her through LinkedIn at: https://www.linkedin.com/in/chelseairinnig.
5. UPCOMING PRE-LAW STUDENT MEETINGS & PROGRAM
ANNOUNCEMENTS
The Pre-Law Society’s LSAT Prep Workshop
Location: Maryland 110
Date: Thursday, October 27th, 2016
Time: 5:00pm
Description: Join the Pre-Law Society for a workshop with the PreProfessional Advising Office and Princeton Review for helpful tips on
preparing for and gaining a better score on the LSAT!
Financial Aid Workshop
Location: Sherwood Room, Levering Hall
Date: Tuesday, November 7, 2016
Time: 12:00 to 1:00pm

Description: Stephen Brown, Assistant Dean of Enrollment at Fordham
University School of Law, will present a financial aid workshop, providing
financial planning and funding advice for law school.
Georgetown University Law Center Group Interviews
2017 Cycle/current applicants ONLY
Location: TBD
Date: Wednesday, November 9, 2016
Time: 2-3pm & 3-4pm
Description: Only for those applying for Fall 2017 J.D. admission, Andy
Cornblatt, Dean of Admissions, will host 2 group interviews. ADVANCED
SIGN UP IS REQUIRED. RSVP through the following link:
https://goo.gl/2ie2n9. Contact Trish Makovsky at
lawinterview@georgetown.edu with any questions.
Georgetown University Law Center Information Session
Location: TBD
Date: Wednesday, November 9, 2016
Time: 4-4:30pm
Description: Andy Cornblatt, Dean of Admissions, will host an information
session for all interested Johns Hopkins Students.
Upcoming LSAT Administration
Location: Visit http://www.lsac.org/jd/lsat/testing-locations for testing
location information.
Date: December 3, 2017 / February 4, 2017
Time: Report at no later than 8:30 am for the September exam -- consult
with LSAC for all controlling details.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
STAFF IN THE OFFICE OF PRE-PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMS AND
ADVISING
Ana L. Droscoski, J.D., Associate Director, Pre-Law Advisor, Pre-Dental & Pre-Med
Advisor
David Verrier, Ph.D., Director, Pre-Med Advisor
Ellen Snydman, M.S., Assistant Director, Pre-Med Advisor
The Administrative Coordinators are available to answer questions regarding your file:
Carolyn Mae Krause, Administrative Coordinator, ckrause@jhu.edu 410-516-6744
For students whose last name begins with A-L, contact Mrs. Krause.
LaTonia Sanders, Administrative Coordinator, ladytee@jhu.edu 410-516-4140
For students whose last name begins with M-Z, contact Mrs. Sanders.

Angie Decker, Office Manager, decker@jhu.edu
Please visit our website http://web.jhu.edu/prepro/ for additional information.
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