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1. MESSAGE FROM ANA L. DROSCOSKI, ESQ.
This upcoming week, there are several programs on campus that should be of interest to
many of you.
On Monday, November 7, from 12-1pm, there will be a Law School Financial Aid
Workshop presented by Stephen Brown, Assistant Dean of Enrollment at Fordham
University School of Law, where you can learn about and plan how to fund your
continued education.
On Wednesday, November 9, Andy Cornblatt, Dean of Admissions at Georgetown
University Law Center, will present 2 group interviews for current applicants only (with
pre-registration required) from 2-3pm and 3-4pm, followed by an information session
from 4-4:30pm. All programs next week will be held in the Sherwood Room of Levering
Hall. For complete information, see Section 5 below.
2. LEGAL EDUCATION & THE LEGAL INDUSTRY IN THE MEDIA
Seltzer, Rick. "Law Schools Flagged for Job Data." Inside Higher Ed. Web. 1 Nov.
16. https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2016/11/01/initial-audit-finds-flaws-somelaw-school-employment-reportingpractices?mc_cid=16d4a56a74&mc_eid=e96a6887b7 -- reports on the preliminary
findings of the ABA's inaugural audit of law schools' employment data.
Brush, Julie. “3 Reasons Why Associates Are Leaving Law Firms in Droves.”
The
Lawyer
Whisperer.
Web.
2
Nov.
16.
http://www.thelawyerwhisperer.com/question/associates-are-fleeing-law-firms-indroves-these-are-the-top-3-reasons-why/ -- provides a take on why "scores of associates
are leaving the prestige and big money to pursue other ventures."

Covington, Olivia. "Networking is key in job hunt for new attorneys." The
Indiana Lawyer. Web. 2 Nov. 16. http://www.theindianalawyer.com/networking-iskey-in-job-hunt-for-new-attorneys/PARAMS/article/41881 -- contends that networking
is still the way that most new lawyers find their jobs.
3. OPPORTUNITY: INTERNSHIP(S), MARYLAND VOLUNTEER LAWYERS
SERVICE
For any students who have an interest in law, specifically public interest law, and
ideally some prior experience in a legal setting, consider the following part-time
(unpaid) internship(s) in Baltimore:
Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service, the largest pro bono provider of civil legal services
in Maryland, has an immediate opening for part-time interns with language skills
(Spanish preferred, other prevalent languages helpful) to assist in translation in a wide
variety of legal areas as well as other general intern legal work.
Information about the organization can be found here: www.mvlslw.org
For anyone interested, please send a cover letter and your resume to JHU alum Janice
Shih. Janice’s email is jshih@mvlslaw.org.
4. INTERVIEW: HOPE DAILY, COLUMBIA LAW SCHOOL 2L
Hope Daily is originally from a suburb just north of Baltimore, MD. She graduated from
a small Catholic high school in 2011 and decided to stay close to home for college when
she chose to attend Hopkins. At Hopkins, she began with a major in International
Studies, which she enjoyed her freshman and sophomore year. However, after spending
a semester in Madrid her junior year, she also picked up a major in Spanish, which she
completed her senior year. She eventually graduated with a double major in
International Studies and Spanish and a minor in economics. Outside of academics,
Hope was a member of the Phi Mu Panhellenic Sorority and the Thread organization.
She also worked at the beloved café Alkimia in Gilman Hall throughout her senior year
(and highly recommends their empanadas).
Hope always knew she wanted to attend law school immediately after graduation, so she
took the LSAT and applied to law schools (with the wonderful help of Ana Droscoski) at
the beginning of her senior year. She started at Columbia Law in August 2015.
Describe a typical day as a law student at Columbia Law School (CLS).
The daily routine for 1L students at CLS is very standard. As a first semester 1L, a
student takes 3 black letter law classes (I took Torts, Civil Procedure, and Constitutional
Law), along with a legal writing class. I was in class from 9am-4pm pretty much straight
from Monday-Thursday, but most 1L’s have no class on Fridays. After class, I would
generally take an hour or two break, then return to the library for approximately fourfive hours. This schedule was slightly amplified during exam period, but I never found

that it was unmanageable. Second semester of 1L year is quite similar, but you take one
additional class. For example, I took Property, Contracts, Criminal Law, and Tax this
past semester. It’s definitely a larger workload, but it’s much less of an adjustment than
first semester. My schedule was quite similar: I would wake up about 7am, read before
class, go to class from 9:30-4 (approximately), take a decent break, then go back to the
library. As a 2L and 3L, a typical schedule consists of substantially less class time and
more clinical experience/externships.
To date, what has been your favorite law school class, and why? How have
you been choosing classes after your first year of law school?
To date, my favorite classes have been property and constitutional law. I found
constitutional law interesting because I am fascinated by the Supreme Court and US
history in general. [Sidenote: for anyone who is also interested in the Supreme Court, I
highly recommend the podcast More Perfect]. It’s a great time to learn constitutional
law because of the recent landmark cases including Windsor, Obergefell, NFIB v.
Sebelius, etc. Along with constitutional law, I also enjoyed Property. While many people
find property tediously boring, I enjoyed it because it’s so black and white – there are
rules for everything!
What made you choose CLS? What do you see as the primary pros and cons
of law school?
Honestly, I chose CLS because it was the best school that I got into. I do not necessarily
recommend that method, but it happened to work out for me – I absolutely love CLS. I
cannot say enough great things about Columbia - I would do 1L all over again if I could
(which is something that you will probably never hear anyone say in your entire life). As
for the pros of law school, the list is endless, but most importantly - it’s a genuinely rich,
substantive education that will help you in no matter what field you want to go into
afterwards. My classmates include people who want to work for the government, people
who want to go into Big Law, people who want to be Investment Bankers, people who
want to teach, people who want to do human rights work, and so, so much more.
However, law school is not without its cons. The big elephant in the room is: the
expense. Law school in general (and Columbia especially) is alarmingly expensive.
Therefore, one should definitely think seriously about law school and evaluate your
options before committing to it. Along with the expense, the time commitment is pretty
enormous. There is definitely some variation in terms of which school you attend, but I
think law school is much more of a time suck than undergrad across the board. During
the semester, 10-12 hour days are the norm here. During exam period, 16-hour days are
standard. With that being said – I love law school and would not have done anything
differently.
What types of undergraduate opportunities did you pursue that led to your
decision to apply to law school? Were there any experiences that you felt
were particularly helpful in strengthening your application to law school?

While I knew I always wanted to go to law school, the big motivator for me was an
internship at the Office of the Public Defender in Baltimore, MD. I interned there the
summer before my senior year at Hopkins, and I found the work to be so rewarding. The
benefit of working somewhere like a PD’s office is that they are insanely understaffed, so
interns are typically given a lot of responsibility. I interviewed clients in jail, translated
for Spanish clients, and went on investigations. My experience there reaffirmed my
commitment to go to law school, and I highly recommend the program for anyone
interested in criminal work. I found the position just by doing some individual research
and applying on a whim, but I’m happy to speak with anyone about finding similar
opportunities.
How would you compare the reality of law school and the ensuing job
search to the picture you had of it while an undergraduate?
As an undergraduate, I used to ask people in law school about their experience and they
would respond with the same general “so much reading, so much writing, so much
work” spiel. I went into Columbia thinking that it was going to be “so much reading, so
much writing, so much work,” but I was not fully prepared for the reality of that. I truly
think that there is no way for anyone to be prepared for the sheer volume of material
that 1L’s have to learn, but that also means that everyone is on the same level playing
field – no matter what your major was/ what your post-grad job was/ etc. Hopkins
prepared me as much as it could, and the rest we just have to learn by doing.
Do you have any advice for an undergraduate interested in pursuing law
school and a career in law given your experience in today’s legal market and
now as a current law student?
I think the general consensus is that right now is a great time to enter the legal market –
hiring rates are up, there’s plenty of work to go around, everyone’s happy. My peers and
I just went through the Early Interview Program, and I am happy to say that I will be
working at a litigation firm in D.C. next summer (and hopefully post-grad).
Contact Information
Hope is happy to answer any further questions from students. You can email her at:
hed2120@columbia.edu
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Financial Aid Workshop
Location: Sherwood Room, Levering Hall
Date: Monday, November 7, 2016
Time: 12:00 to 1:00pm
Description: Stephen Brown, Assistant Dean of Enrollment at Fordham
University School of Law, will present a financial aid workshop, providing
financial planning and funding advice for law school.

Georgetown University Law Center Group Interviews
2017 Cycle/current applicants ONLY
Location: Sherwood Room, Levering Hall
Date: Wednesday, November 9, 2016
Time: 2-3pm & 3-4pm
Description: Only for those applying for Fall 2017 J.D. admission, Andy
Cornblatt, Dean of Admissions, will host 2 group interviews. ADVANCED
SIGN UP IS REQUIRED. RSVP through the following link:
https://goo.gl/2ie2n9.
Contact
Trish
Makovsky
at
lawinterview@georgetown.edu with any questions.
Georgetown University Law Center Information Session
Location: Sherwood Room, Levering Hall
Date: Wednesday, November 9, 2016
Time: 4-4:30pm
Description: Andy Cornblatt, Dean of Admissions, will host an information
session for all interested Johns Hopkins Students.
Upcoming LSAT Administration
Location: Visit http://www.lsac.org/jd/lsat/testing-locations for testing
location information.
Date: December 3, 2017 / February 4, 2017
Time: Report at no later than 8:30 am for the September exam -- consult
with LSAC for all controlling details.
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STAFF IN THE OFFICE OF PRE-PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMS AND
ADVISING
Ana L. Droscoski, J.D., Associate Director, Pre-Law Advisor, Pre-Dental & Pre-Med
Advisor
David Verrier, Ph.D., Director, Pre-Med Advisor
Ellen Snydman, M.S., Assistant Director, Pre-Med Advisor
The Administrative Coordinators are available to answer questions regarding your file:
Carolyn Mae Krause, Administrative Coordinator, ckrause@jhu.edu 410-516-6744
For students whose last name begins with A-L, contact Mrs. Krause.
LaTonia Sanders, Administrative
For students whose last name

Coordinator, ladytee@jhu.edu 410-516-4140
begins with M-Z, contact Mrs. Sanders.

Angie Decker, Office Manager, decker@jhu.edu
Please visit our website http://studentaffairs.jhu.edu/preprofadvising/ for additional
information.
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3400 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21218
Tel: 410.516.4140
Fax: 410.516.4040
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Website: http://studentaffairs.jhu.edu/preprofadvising/

