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1. MESSAGE FROM ANA L. DROSCOSKI, ESQ.
This will be the final Pre-Law e-Newsletter of the Fall 2016 semester. Best of luck to
everyone on their finals, etc. for a strong finish, and to those taking the December LSAT - best of luck this weekend!
HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
2. LEGAL EDUCATION & THE LEGAL INDUSTRY IN THE MEDIA
Henning, Peter. “How Trump’s Presidency Will Change the Justice Dept. and
S.E.C.” DealBook: The New York Times. Web. 9 Nov. 16.
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/10/business/dealbook/how-trumps-presidency-willchange-the-justice-dept-andsec.html?rref=collection%2Ftimestopic%2FFinancial%20Legal%2FRegulatory&action=
click&contentCollection=timestopics&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=l
atest&contentPlacement=10&pgtype=collection&_r=0 -- projected changes to two
seminal federal government agencies with the incoming administration.
Sloan, Karen. “Trump's Election Fuels Worry Over Lawyer Loan Forgiveness.”
The
National
Law
Journal.
Web.
16
Nov.
16.
http://www.nationallawjournal.com/home/id=1202772525277?slreturn=201611011639
52 -- reports that student loan experts and public-interest advocates are anxious about
what the new administration will do with student loan programs, particularly those that
provide for loan forgiveness after payment periods of ten or twenty years.
Sloan, Karen. "ABA Sanctions Two More Law Schools for Lax Admissions."
Law.com. Web. 16 Nov. 16. http://www.law.com/sites/almstaff/2016/11/16/abasanctions-two-more-law-schools-for-lax-admissions/ -- reports that the ABA has publicly

censured Valparaiso University School of Law and Charlotte Law School, placing both
schools on probation for violating accreditation admission rules by enrolling students
who are not likely to graduate and pass the bar.
3. OPPORTUNITY: BOSTON
PROGRAM, WILMERHALE

SUMMER

PARALEGAL

INTERNSHIP

WilmerHale's Boston Summer Paralegal Internship Program exposes interns to a variety
of practice areas and business functions throughout the firm. Interns also participate in
training to familiarize them with the firm's technology and resources.
The type and complexity of work varies; however, it includes document organization and
management, trial preparation and deposition preparation work. All of the projects
assigned will require strong organizational skills and attention to detail. Interns also
provide support and assistance to certain administrative departments that are important
to the development and advancement of lawyers in a law firm.
Interns are afforded an invaluable opportunity to meet informally with lawyers and legal
professionals to ask questions and engage in meaningful conversations that can influence
an intern's career decisions.
WilmerHale’s Boston Summer Paralegal Internship Program is open to exceptional rising
college juniors and seniors who have an interest in becoming a lawyer.
For additional details on this internship and to apply:
Apply
through
Handshake
(managed
by
JHU’s
Career
Center)
at
https://jhu.joinhandshake.com/jobs/546759, *AND* through WilmerHale's website, by
searching the open positions database and selecting "Paralegal Intern"
at https://wilmerhalecareers.silkroad.com/wilmerhaleext/Home/Internship.html. Be
sure to include a resume and cover letter!
4. INTERVIEW: JANICE SHIH (JHU ’88), MANAGING ATTORNEY, LOW
INCOME TAX PAYER CLINIC FOR MARYLAND VOLUNTEER LAWYERS
SERVICE (MVLS)
Janice Shih is originally from Northern Virginia, outside of Washington DC. Her path to
becoming a lawyer was anything but straightforward.
Attending Hopkins as a typical neurotic pre-med, Janice graduated with a degree in
biology. She worked in a lab in Mudd Hall, participated in the “Mole Cell Run” and
suffered through organic chemistry. Janice was rewarded with admission to medical
school, after which she completed a residency in Obstetrics/Gynecology. After practicing
for several years, Janice realized that she no longer enjoyed medicine. She then decided
to attend culinary school, with a focus on pastry. After graduating, Janice worked first as
a pastry chef for a restaurant, but then opened up her own shop, specializing in glutenfree cakes and pastries.

As a business owner, Janice focused on employing ex-convicts who were re-entering
society. She got to see firsthand the challenges these individuals had in “navigating the
system.” It was here that Janice got firsthand exposure to law and social justice, which led
her to apply to law school.
Even though Janice had graduated from Hopkins many years before, Pre-Law Advisor
Ana Droscoski was kind enough to meet with Janice and give her valuable information
and direction about applying to law school. Janice attended the University of Baltimore
School of Law, where she stumbled into the world of tax. She currently works as Managing
Attorney of the Low Income Taxpayer Clinic for Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service,
where she gets to see on a daily basis how the US tax system can be a powerful anti-poverty
tool.
Describe a day in the life of a Managing Attorney at the Low Income Taxpayer
Clinic for Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service.
Maryland Volunteer Lawyers Service (MVLS) is the largest pro bono provider of civil legal
services in Maryland. We match volunteer attorneys and clients in a variety of areas, from
consumer issues such as foreclosure and bankruptcy, to family law (like adoption or
divorce), to expungement.
My program, the Low Income Taxpayer Clinic, assists low income taxpayers in disputes
or controversy with the IRS or the Maryland Comptroller. This includes assisting the
Taxpayer with negotiations with the IRS, and representing clients in Tax Court.
My role as Managing Attorney is largely administrative, as opposed to actual “lawyering.”
Although I do have a few clients of my own, most of my time is spent managing and
growing the program, and focusing on the grant which funds the program.
What initially attracted you to this field? What are some of the rewards of
this area of law and the legal profession?
Although I didn’t know what exactly I wanted to do when I went to law school, I knew that
I wanted to do something in public interest. There are so many individuals out there who
need help in so many ways; the need is so great and it is so fulfilling to do something
which can impact someone so much.
The great thing about a law degree is that you can do so much with it. Even if you find
later that you don’t enjoy traditional “lawyering,” you can apply the skills you learned in
law school to a variety of other areas.
What are some of the downsides of this area of law? How would you compare
the reality of your profession to the picture you had of it while in school?
The downside of public interest law is that there is so much need. It can often be difficult
to separate yourself from the needs of the clients, especially when you want to help
everyone. You have to realize that that isn’t always possible, but you do the best you can.

Do you have any advice for an undergraduate interested in pursuing this
body of law and the legal profession?
Get out there and talk to people. The legal community, especially in Baltimore, is very
small – but everyone is willing and eager to help. Networking is very important, and is
often how you will find jobs in the future.
Stay open to any and all possibilities. You never know where life is going to take you –
and sometimes you just have to trust that things will work out. It usually does!
Contact Information:
Janice Shih is happy to answer any further questions from students. You can email her at
jshih@mvlslaw.org. Please note that MVLS is offering internship opportunities to pre-law
students, especially those with language skills other than in English.
5.
UPCOMING PRE-LAW
ANNOUNCEMENTS

STUDENT

MEETINGS

&

PROGRAM

Upcoming LSAT Administration
Location: Visit http://www.lsac.org/jd/lsat/testing-locations for testing
location information.
Date: December 3, 2017 / February 4, 2017 / June #, 2017
Time: Report at no later than 8:30 am for the September exam -- consult with
LSAC for all controlling details.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~
STAFF IN THE OFFICE OF PRE-PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMS AND
ADVISING
Ana L. Droscoski, J.D., Associate Director, Pre-Law Advisor, Pre-Dental & Pre-Med
Advisor
David Verrier, Ph.D., Director, Pre-Med Advisor
Ellen Snydman, M.S., Assistant Director, Pre-Med Advisor
The Administrative Coordinators are available to answer questions regarding your file:
Carolyn Mae Krause, Administrative Coordinator, ckrause@jhu.edu 410-516-6744
For students whose last name begins with A-L, contact Mrs. Krause.
LaTonia Sanders, Administrative
For students whose last name

Coordinator, ladytee@jhu.edu 410-516-4140
begins with M-Z, contact Mrs. Sanders.

Angie Decker, Office Manager, decker@jhu.edu

Please visit our website http://web.jhu.edu/prepro/ for additional information.
Ana L. Droscoski, Esq.
Associate Director
Office of Pre-Professional Programs & Advising
Johns Hopkins University
Garland Hall Suite 300
3400 North Charles Street
Baltimore, MD 21218
Tel: 410.516.4140
Fax: 410.516.4040
Skype: preprof_adrosco1
Email: adrosco1@jhu.edu
Website: http://studentaffairs.jhu.edu/preprofadvising/

