Preparing for a Career in the Law Professions

Students who believe law school is in their future should pursue an undergraduate career that fits their personal talents and interests as well as demonstrate academic rigor.  Law schools do not, as a rule, have specific academic requirements for admission, but they are usually impressed by applicants who can demonstrate that they have challenged themselves in a diverse course of study.  Unlike a pre-medical curriculum, most law schools are not necessarily impressed by “law” related courses taken at the undergraduate level, as they are distinct from those offered in law school.  Focusing on “law” courses as an undergraduate may not allow the breadth and depth of challenging course work otherwise available – and may result in a less enjoyable undergraduate experience.  However, if there is a law related course that piques the interest of a student, by all means, they should take it!  
Since law school admission is extremely competitive, it is important for students to compile a strong undergraduate record.  They should plan to take courses of genuine interest, as their best performance should result.  With the complexity of legal issues today, both nationally and internationally, a broad liberal arts curriculum is the preferred preparation for law school. 
Majors for Law Professions Students 

Students enter law school from widely differing educational and experiential backgrounds.  As undergraduates, many major in subjects considered to be traditional paths to law school, such as 
· History
· Philosophy
· English

· Economics
· Political science
· International relations - a perpetual favorite amongst pre-law students at Hopkins!
Other successful law students, however, have focused their undergraduate studies in areas as diverse as 
· Art
· Computer Science
· Engineering (especially those interested in pursuing patent law)
· Music
How to Be a Successful Law School Applicant

Students interested in pursuing a career in law must understand that choice of an undergraduate major is far less important than the development of important skills and values that can be acquired prior to law school, which include analytic and problem-solving skills, critical reading abilities, writing skills, oral communication and listening abilities.  In addition, the aspiring law student will greatly benefit from developing general research, organization, and management skills, proficiency or mastery of a foreign language, and realizing the value in serving the interests of others while promoting justice.
Students entering law school will be at a further advantage if they develop knowledge that can be useful in resolving disputes.  This is facilitated by a grounding in economics, a broad understanding of history, a fundamental understanding of political thought, as well as basic mathematic and financial skills.  Pre-law students cannot ignore, however, how important it is to have a solid understanding of human behavior and diverse cultures within the United States and abroad.  

Extracurricular Activities

It is a wonderful, enriching experience for a pre-law student to study abroad!  Although there are specific pre-law track study abroad programs available, including parliamentary internship and pre-law certificate programs around the world, any study abroad program would be a worthwhile experience.  Studying abroad can permit a student to gain proficiency in a foreign language, which may not only garner the attention of law school admissions committees but can also lead to greater marketability once in practice as an attorney.  
It should be noted, however, that if a pre-law student decides to study abroad, they should meet with an advisor to discuss potential impacts on their law school application process, and, if interested, to acquire recommendations for pre-law track study abroad programs.

When considering extracurricular activities, law school admission committees look for significant leadership ability and comprehensive activity.  A long-term commitment to one or two activities of importance is more impressive than a long list of affiliations.  Additionally, achieving leadership positions in the activity is also well regarded.  Supplemental activities a student may consider while at Hopkins include membership in the Pre-Law Society, the Model U.N., or becoming a Court Appointed Special Children's Advocate, to name a few.
LSAT
Perhaps the most influential element of a law school applicant’s record is their LSAT score.  Law school admission committees will average multiple test scores, so it is best to focus on and expect to take the exam only once.  Although students are in no way required to take a commercial preparation course, one is recommended if it lends the required discipline and structure a student needs to effectively study and prepare.  Students also have the opportunity to take an LSAT preparation course offered during Intersession by the University.  It is recommended that a student target an LSAT score of 160 (out of 180), with at least a 170 being the preferred score for those interested in attending a top 10 law school.  An LSAT score of 170, coupled with a cumulative GPA of 3.7, will render a pre-law student competitive for a top 10 law school.    

This should not be misconstrued to mean that anything lower than a GPA of 3.7 or a LSAT score below 170 will result in unilateral law school denials, or even necessarily, unilateral denials from top 10 law schools.  It is, however, a suggested guideline based on acceptance medians.  It should also be noted that there are many other fantastic, top-tier law schools with lower medians, whose graduates have realized, and continue to realize, comparable success in law school and once in practice.
Gap Years
One way that students can improve their chances of gaining admission to the law school of their choice, determine whether a career in law is right for them, and gain some maturity and perspective to boot, is to take a year or two off upon graduation from Johns Hopkins.  

One popular option when taking time off is to teach.  Many students participate in Teach for America (one even deferred her admission to Harvard Law to do so!), choose to teach English abroad, or teach through the public or private school system.  
One alum, who had double majored in philosophy & psychology, taught for a few years at a local all-boys private school.  Upon entering law school. he discovered that he had become a better test-taker, as he had learned to identify key materials to be tested, having drafted tests himself!  
Prior to beginning law school, another Hopkins alum, who had majored in international studies, worked at the Council on Foreign Relations in Washington, D.C.  During his tenure there, he led the planning and implementation of their China meeting series.  And, immediately preceding law school, he spent two months volunteering in Kampala, Uganda managing grassroots development programs.   
Another Hopkins grad spent a year as a litigation paralegal for a midsize, national law firm in New York City.  His duties included creating deposition digests, performing case research, amending attorney memorandums, and maintaining case files.  He found his work experience to be very helpful and recommends it to anyone considering law school.  Like others who had similar experiences working in a legal setting before entering law school, he believes it gave him a practical, working knowledge of the legal field prior to matriculating. 
The Office of Pre-Professional Programs and Advising assists students interested in pursuing a Juris Doctor (law degree), or joint Juris Doctor programs.  Our goal at Johns Hopkins is to help facilitate the development of the aforementioned skills and competencies in pre-law students.  Please see “The Law School Option” located on our website, www.jhu.edu/preprof, for more information.  

