Parents’ Guide: Preparing for a Career in the Law Professions

Students who believe law school is in their future should pursue an undergraduate career that fits their personal talents and interests while also demonstrating academic rigor.  Generally speaking, law schools do not have specific academic requirements for admission.  However, they are usually impressed by applicants who have challenged themselves in a diverse course of study.  If there are law-related courses that pique a student’s interest, by all means, they should take the courses.  But focusing only on “law” related courses as an undergraduate might not fully demonstrate a student’s academic breadth and depth.
Since law school admission is extremely competitive, it is important for students to compile a strong undergraduate record.  They should plan to take courses of genuine interest, as their best performance will likely result.  With the complexity of legal issues today, both nationally and internationally, a broad liberal arts curriculum is the preferred preparation for law school. 

Majors for Law Professions Students 

Students enter law school from widely differing educational and experiential backgrounds.  As undergraduates, many major in subjects considered to be traditional paths to law school, such as 
· History
· Philosophy
· English

· Economics
· Political science
· International relations 

Other successful law students, however, have focused their undergraduate studies in areas as diverse as 
· Art
· Computer Science
· Engineering (especially those interested in pursuing patent law)
· Music
Since there is no single major that will guarantee acceptance into law school, students should pursue a major that is interesting to them. No matter their major, their coursework has the potential to give them a unique perspective and prepare them in varied ways for the rigors of law school.
How to Be a Successful Law School Applicant

Students interested in pursuing a law career must understand that choice of an undergraduate major is far less important than the development of important skills and values that can be acquired prior to law school, which include analytic and problem-solving skills, critical reading abilities, writing skills, oral communication and listening abilities.  In addition, the aspiring law student will greatly benefit from developing general research, organization, and management skills, proficiency or mastery of a foreign language, and realizing the value in serving the interests of others while promoting justice.

Being involved in student organizations is an excellent way to explore interests while also developing the leadership, communication, and organizational skills that law schools look for in applicants. When considering extracurricular activities, law school admissions committees look for significant leadership ability and comprehensive activity.  A long-term commitment to one or two activities of importance is more impressive than a long list of affiliations.  Additionally, achieving leadership positions in the activity is well-regarded.  

Students who are interested in exploring the world and broadening their perspectives may find studying abroad an incredibly rewarding and eye-opening experience. Although there are specific pre-law study abroad programs available, any study abroad program would be a worthwhile experience.  Studying abroad can permit a student to gain proficiency in a foreign language, which may not only garner the attention of law school admissions committees but can also lead to greater marketability once in practice as an attorney.  We encourage students to meet with an advisor in the Office of Study Abroad if they are considering this option.
LSAT

Perhaps the most influential element of a law school applicant’s record is their LSAT score.  Law school admissions committees will average multiple test scores, so it is best to focus on and expect to take the exam only once.  Although students are in no way required to take a commercial preparation course, one is recommended if it lends the required discipline and structure a student needs to effectively study and prepare.  For complete information on the LSAT, as well as the law school application process, please visit the Law School Admission Council (LSAC) website.
Bridge/Gap Years

One way that students can improve their chances of gaining admission to the law school of their choice, determine whether a career in law is right for them, and gain some maturity and perspective, is to take a year or two off after graduating from Johns Hopkins University and before entering law school.  

Working for a law firm (as a paralegal or legal assistant) is a great way to explore the law field before applying to law school. But plenty of great jobs are available outside of law firms as well. Ideas include working for a non-profit, the government, or a political campaign.  Or, some students pursue volunteer work, teaching, or graduate school. The options are limitless, and there are plenty of good reasons to take time off before law school—to save money, gain experience, travel, study for the LSAT, etc.
In closing…

The pre-law journey is exciting and flexible, yet also entails patience and diligence.  We hope this brief overview has given you the tools and resources to best support your student as they explore their pre-law path.
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